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The Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council was held this evening at 7.30pm. 

 

Present: Cllrs Knowles (Chairman) (DK), Norris (JN), Church (MC), Humphrys (JH), Tulip (PT), 
Whittaker (BW), County Councillor Gordon Castle (GC) and Mrs Taylor (Parish Clerk) (ET). 

 

In attendance: Sarah Winlow from AONB for item 2 and 6 residents. 

 

Monthly Parish Meeting Minutes ACTION 

 Public Questions: 
Barn Owl Boxes: It was agreed KB to liaise with Billy McKnight direct re his request for 
the barn owl box at Foxton Glade to be moved to a new position to try to encourage the 
box to be used again. 
Hipsburn Square: Billy McKnight flagged the ongoing issue of the churned up grass on 
the Square. It was agreed the only viable solution would be grasscrete which would 
enable the grass to grow but stop it being churned up when vehicles drive on it - to be 
added as a request to the Hipsburn Traffic Management Scheme (see item 7). 
Curly Lane Street Lighting: Richard Fairbairn flagged the lack of lighting on Curly 
Lane.  ET advised this issue had been flagged on a number of occasions by the PC to 
NCC for the last 1½ -2 years following the change to LED lighting. It had been flagged 
again after Christmas as an ongoing unresolved issue (along with the lack of lighting on 
the footpath from Lesbury Footbridge to the Post Office).  GC to organise an onsite visit 
with the Streetlighting Officer and the PC. 
Speeding outside Hipsburn Primary School: Andrew Martin and Collette Pryer 
requested an update on what could be done about the speeding and requested 
immediate action such as installation of speedbumps.  ET advised the PC had been 
pressing for action on what traffic management calming solutions were available from 
NCC and the PC had just received a traffic management design scheme for Hipsburn 
which included the school.  GC confirmed that NCC had just tabled a scheme, drawn 
up at the request of the PC, to address various issues around Hipsburn.  GC advised 
that speedbumps weren’t often considered acceptable solutions by the local 
community. ET advised the NCC solution at the school was to install 20mph zone 
signing with and install a mounted kerb buildout island outside the school.  GC advised 
he was yet uncertain of how the total cost of the scheme (some £27k+ was to be 
funded).  As the PC had just received the design scheme it was agreed to review and 
discuss at the February meeting before giving PC feedback to NCC.  GC advised that 
speed enforcement was a police matter not NCC but that NCC Highways authority can 
implement measures such that drivers have to pay attention to the speed limit.  The 
NCC strategy to calm traffic outside schools was to introduce a county-wide 20mph 
speed limit policy outside schools but that NCC couldn’t enforce that limit. It was agreed 
that if possible, the school traffic calming element of the scheme be separated out from 
the design scheme covering all of Hipsburn and be given priority funding and start date.  
DK to contact Northumbria Police to request the police speed van at the school. 
2nd/Holiday Homes: Richard Fairbairn enquired about the number of 2nd/holiday homes 
in the parish.  Sarah Winlow advised that in 2014 87% of dwellings were in use as 
permanent residences and 13% in use as second homes and/or self-catering 
accommodation.  JH advised the PC could not include a policy in the Lesbury NDP on 
2nd/holiday homes as this figure legally needed to be at 20% for 2nd/holiday homes 
(whereas Lesbury was only 13%) before a policy could be included. 

 
KB 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  Apologies: Cllrs Bradshaw (KB) and Hodgson (AH).  

2.  Sarah Winlow – NCC AONB 
Sarah Winlow was in attendance in regard to Northumberland Coast AONB's 
forthcoming dwelling review.  In 2013/2014, in response to growing development 
pressure, and changes in national planning policy and Council Tax collection, the AONB 
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Partnership carried out a review of the use of dwelling houses in settlements within the 
AONB. Working in partnership with Parish Councils, data on the number of dwellings 
used as permanent residences, second homes and/or holiday homes was gathered.  
The AONB asked if Lesbury could help repeat the exercise.  Sarah Winlow to liaise with 
JH in regard to data collected from the recent NDP survey. 

 
 
 

JH 

3.  Minutes: the minutes of 26 November 2019 were agreed and signed as a true record.  

4.  Declarations of Interest: None  

5.  Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
Speeding in Lesbury Village: GC/ET confirmed speed strips by the pub in Lesbury 
had been requested and were on the NCC waitlist. 
White Lines Road Painting at Bilton: GC/ET advised the response from NCC was 
that existing double yellow lines at Bilton are fresh and clearly visible.  ET confirmed 
Graham Bucknall, NCC Highways had been contacted to see what can be done about 
the hedges at Bilton and the narrow footpath.  He confirmed this was an ongoing issue 
but in his opinion the hedge is being well maintained by the owner, the problem being 
the footpath is very narrow through that stretch.  Graham Bucknall at NCC to continue 
to monitor.  ET flagged it had been previously agreed to paint a white line next to the 
narrow footpath to highlight the closeness of the road to the footpath to drivers.  To be 
followed up with NCC.  In addition, it had been agreed to highlight the 3 dangerous 
bends further out of Bilton towards Shilbottle by having a white line painted in the 
middle of the road to highlight the tight bend to drivers who go round the bend on the 
wrong side of the road.  To be pursued with NCC. 
“Welcome to Lesbury” Village Gateways: GC/ET advised NCC are liaising with the 
developer.  ET to flag with NCC the PC would like this installed ASAP whilst the 
developer is onsite and that the PC wishes to fund the gateway sign on the road from 
Foxton to Lesbury, to be installed at the same time to keep costs/works to a minimum. 
VMS Sign Lesbury Road: ET suggested that the PC could change the location of the 
Lesbury Road VMS sign (which had agreed NCC funding) and request it be relocated to 
outside the school as a priority job.  The PC could then pay for a secondary pole on 
Lesbury Road (and possibly Longhoughton Road depending on cost) so the VMS sign 
can be moved between the 2 (or 3) locations.  This was unanimously agreed by the PC. 
Hipsburn Steadings Traffic Management Scheme: ET advised feedback from NCC 
was this scheme is complete and there are no further road markings planned. There 
had been a proposal to provide rumble strips but NCC and the PC decided against this 
option due to noise as there are houses near-by which would be affected.  However, ET 
pointed out it had been previously agreed double white lines or red hatched area be 
painted in the centre of the road from Hipsburn roundabout towards Amble (and past 
the Hipsburn Steadings junction) to deter vehicles from overtaking on that straight bit of 
road.  PC to request this be included in the newly tabled traffic management scheme. 
Streetlights: Footpath to P/O and Curly Lane outstanding - see public questions above. 
Road Surface Dressing Lesbury towards Foxton: ET advised feedback from NCC is 
that there are no planned works for this road.  GC suggested the PC add it as their LTP. 
Stone Wall, Longhoughton Road: ET received confirmation that the NCC Adopted 
Highways Map showed that the area in question was the responsibility of NCC. Chris 
Thompson, NCC Head of Highways had been notified and the wall duly repaired. 
Curly Lane Parking: ET confirmed Richard Fairbairn’s concerns about parking on 
Curly Lane opposite the entrance to Hillside and on the brow of the hill had been 
passed to NCC Paul Jones and Cllr Glen Sanderson for consideration when reviewing 
all responses to the Alnmouth Train Station trial period consultation. 
Curly Lane Bench: ET confirmed NCC insurance paid for the replacement bench. 
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Footpath from Lealands Estate to Bus Stop on A1068: JN advised she was in the 
process of collating evidence to submit to John McErlane, Definitive Map Officer, NCC.   
PC Bank Account Signatories: AH not in attendance for an update. 
Listed Buildings in Lesbury: A draft letter to the Duke of Northumberland from Mike 
Norris had been received by ET, DK and JH and slightly amended.  Ongoing. 
 

All other matters arising were in hand and being dealt with or listed on the agenda. 

6.  Matters Arising: 
a) Parish Council Vacancies: Julie Hall’s application had been received and 

circulated and the PC agreed to co-opt, proposed DK, 2nd JH. 
b) PC Newsletter: The PC wished to thank Marrisse Whitaker for taking on the editor 

role and producing a colourful, informative newsletter.  After consideration, it was 
agreed to keep to 6 editions per year using Shiel & Morrison as printer but to stop 
using volunteers to deliver and pay NE Flyers going forwards.  Budget to be 
amended such that costs would now be £58 printing and £90 delivery for each 
edition.  6 editions per annum so costs would be £888 with £1k put in the budget to 
include a small amount of contingency.  The latest newsletter was ready for printing 
and BW to organise for the volunteers to be sent a thank you letter to advise that 
this would be the last newsletter they would need to deliver.  MC raised a suggestion 
to create a Lesbury Parish Council Facebook Page to facilitate communicating with 
residents by posting on it newsletters and minutes, etc.  in addition to the existing 
PC website page.  ET enquired who would be responsible for responding to 
comments/enquiries and MC advised he had capacity to reply to any 
communications, queries, enquiries posted on the Facebook page and notify the PC 
accordingly.  ET advised the PC when making a decision on this they would need to 
give consideration to who would maintain the Facebook Page if MC ever left the PC 
– this was duly noted.  The PC agreed MC to set up the Facebook Page and MC 
advised if administering the site became too onerous it would be closed. 

c) Update from Rob Murfin re Foxton Glade Planning Application Process & 
Sewerage Pumping Kiosk: ET advised no update had been received but ET had 
contacted Rob Murfin at NCC to advise the pumping station was causing noise 
pollution and mature planting to muffle and hide the noise was urgently required.  

d) Billy McKnight – request for barn owl box move: see public questions above. 
e) Request for bench (OS Map 81, 24, 13 – 200 yds from RAF boundary fence): 

KB not present so item postponed to February meeting. 
f) Update Steppey Lane Footbridge – “Access for All” Project: GC advised that 

the project was now with the EA for approval and evaluation of any possible floodrisk 
by the proposed works.  A response from the EA was expected within the next 2 
weeks.  JH to update Mary Hollins. 

g) Lesbury Christmas Tree: It was agreed the Lesbury Christmas tree looked very 
festive and thanks were extended to AH, ET, JH and Roger Styring for making it 
happen. Bob Dutton had queried if the Lealands Garden was the best place for the 
Christmas tree.  It was the view of the PC that given the requirement for access to 
power, locate the tree on land the PC leases/has access to and where it can be 
seen (walls at the Village Hall/Memorial Garden prevent this), then this was 
considered to be the only viable location.  ET advised NiB team should be consulted 
when looking at a permanent tree. It was agreed AH take this project forward. 
Thanks again also to Billy McKnight for organising the Hipsburn Christmas tree. 
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JH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AH 

7.  County Councillors Robbie Moore & Gordon Castle – NCC Update 
Replacement County Councillor: GM advised now that Robbie Moore has been 
elected as an MP serving Keighley & Ilkley, his replacement County Councillor will be 
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elected in a by-election probably linked to the Parish Councillor elections in May 2020.  
GM advised the Conservative candidate was to be Reuben Carr. 
ARUG: GM advised ARUG had contacted him in regards to a number of points relating 
to the Train Station including their objection on the policy to charge and data gathered 
on decision making.  GM to forward a copy of the email to the PC for information. 
Alnmouth Train Station Parking: GC advised not enough residents had requested re-
consideration of residents parking permit for Hipsburn as part of the consultation 
process and therefore this was not included in the Hipsburn Traffic Management 
Scheme as just tabled to the PC for consideration (see below). 
Hipsburn Traffic Management Scheme: As mentioned in public questions, GC 
confirmed that NCC had just tabled a scheme, drawn up at the request of the PC, to 
address various issues around Hipsburn.  As it had only just been received by the PC, it 
was agreed PC to review and then discuss in full and detail at the February meeting.  In 
the meantime, it was agreed to send a few initial points back to NCC that will be re-
confirmed in the formal response after February as follows:  

• Is this NCC’s confirmed preferred solution? 

• The PC had previously been advised that a VMS sign outside the school would be 
possible.  If this is no longer an option, then the PC would like to see the VMS sign 
for Lesbury Road (which has had confirmed agreed funding) installed immediately 
outside the school and the PC will fund (agreed cost depending) a secondary pole 
on Lesbury Road (and possibly third pole on Longhoughton Road too) so the VMS 
sign can be moved between the 2 locations. 

• It had been previously agreed that double white lines or red hatched area would be 
painted in the centre of the road from Hipsburn roundabout out towards Amble (past 
the Hipsburn Steadings junction).  Vehicles are speeding/overtaking at that straight 
bit of road and there have been a number of near-miss RTAs.  To be requested this 
be included in this scheme, as previously promised. 

• Problems with the grass being churned up on Hipsburn Square were previously 
flagged with Paul Jones and Cllr Glen Sanderson.  It was agreed then that this 
would be reviewed as part of the train station parking review and so the PC requests 
that a solution please be included in this scheme; suggested solution is installing 
grass crete around the square. 

• Is the funding available for the tabled scheme now? And if not, with a view to 
potentially going ahead with part of the scheme near the school being the priority, 
what funding is available now?  What steps need to be taken and what timescales 
are we looking at for the work to start, if we agree to the scheme and funding is 
indeed available? 

• When the PC has agreed what it would like included in the scheme, will NCC consult 
with residents? 

8.  Planning: 
Planning application circulation procedure – Planning Sub-Committee (DK, JH, BW and 
PT) were reminded of planning application time limits and the need to 
communicate/circulate applications expediently so NCC deadlines were not missed. 
It was noted that planning application 18/04527/OUT (41 dwellings on land north of 
Alnwick Road) had been rejected by NCC.  GC advised that Northumberland Estates 
had requested that planning application 18/04528/OUT Land North of Alnmouth Station 
be considered by Strategic Planning Committee and if agreed by NCC may be heard at 
the March Committee meeting.  The PC had yet to be notified by NCC of this. 
No objections were given to the following applications: 

• 19/04816/FUL – Single storey extension – Fir Tree Cottage, Longhoughton Road 

• 19/04824/FUL – Garage conversion - Woodbine Cottage, Lesbury, NE66 3AV 
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• 19/04983/LBC – Ground floor extension – Lesbury House, Lesbury, NE66 3AT 

• 19/04876/FUL – kitchen/garden/porch extension – Burn Cottage, Longhoughton Road 

9.  Correspondence Received  
a) Ward Hadaway on behalf of Northumberland Estates re Lesbury NDP. 

Following advice from the Planning Consultant and NCC, it was agreed that the 
response given should be to acknowledge receipt of the letter of 17/1/20 and 
advise that the Lesbury Neighbourhood Development Plan is now in the hands of 
NCC, who will respond in due course. 

b) Longhoughton Parish Council NDP Consultation 
It was agreed that the PC should respond that they wished Longhoughton PC well 
with their NDP and that if the objectives listed were the ones that the parish wishes 
to pursue then Lesbury Parish Council is happy to support their endeavour. 

c) Hipsburn Primary School – Silver Eco School and Recycling – noted and 
information included in the newsletter. 

d) Ingrid Hardy - Poor Condition Greenrigg Road – GC advised the PC about the 
complaint he had received about the poor condition of the road.  GC thanked ET 
for highlighting that the road is now a designated NCC cycleroute and should 
therefore be maintained accordingly.  GC advised the farmer was to sort out the 
drainage and that NCC were to hot box the road to bring it up to a reasonable 
standard.  ET enquired if the cycleroute would eventually start from the train station 
as this would be much safer for families on bikes than riding up Bilton to Greenrigg.  
GC confirmed that it would eventually come out at the train station. 

e) NCC – Northumberland News – Winter 2019 – noted. 
f) NCC – Libraries Consultation – noted and PC to respond individually as 

Councillors. 
g) Northumbria Police - new Contact PC 2296 Phil Gibson – noted.  ET advised PC 

Gibson had been invited to a PC meeting and a list of PM meeting dates offered. 
h) AONB Consultation – it as agreed JH to draft a response for comment on behalf 

of the PC 
i) NALC ENews Bulletin 28/1/20 - noted 

 

 

 

 

ET 
 
 
 
 

ET 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JH 
 

 

10.  Parish Financial Matters 
a) Precept 2020/21 – a draft budget had been circulated and it was agreed to 

maintain the precept for 2020-21 at £17k.  Proposed JH and 2nd JN.  The budget 
was also agreed as tabled with amendments made to take account of the new 
£1k budget now to be allocated to the newsletter (see 6b above). 

b) Lesbury Village Hall (Room Hire - £140 PC and £30 NIB meeting) - £170 - agreed 
c) Ludman Planning Ltd (NDP) - £2,475 - agreed 
d) Ludman Planning Ltd (NDP) - £1,575 (CHQ paid out in October CXL by Ludman 

Planning in error) - agreed 
e) Clerk (Stationery) £4.25 
f) Grant Requests: CAN, NALC, Bailiffgate Museum, GNAA, Hospice Care, NTC, 

Age UK and St Marys Church - postponed to February meeting. 
g) Penny Royale (Lesbury Works - £79 and £45.13) - £124.13 - agreed 
h) Andrew Hodgson (Christmas Tree Lesbury) - £70 - agreed 
i) Dave Knowles (Memorial Garden Grass Cutting thank you) - £16 - agreed 

 

11.  NDP Update 
JH advised the NDP had been submitted and the NCC consultation ends on 10 
February 2020.  There will then be a 6 week gap when it goes to external examiner.  
The PC will then need to negotiate with the external examiner and NCC if any changes 
are suggested.  It is then anticipated it will go to referendum in July 2020. 
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12.  Speedwatch Update/SpeedSign:  No further updates other than what has already 
been minuted under public questions and County Councillor report. A report had been 
previously circulated to the PC on the Speedwatch session held outside the school on 
the morning of 10/1/20 for 45 minutes showed 3 speeders, 2 of whom were coming 
from Alnmouth.  The PC wished to thank Mr/s Franklin for carrying out the Speedwatch. 

 

13.  Pond Field Update 
Nothing to report. 

 

14.  Any Other Matters for Discussion: 

• DK flagged the glass in the noticeboard at the Post Office made it very difficult to 
read.  DK to source replacement alternative. 

• DK flagged that dog fouling was a problem again in the village. To be monitored.  
Dog fouling can be reported direct to NCC online, telephone or in person. 

• PT flagged that she had liaised with RM re removal of the double yellow lines 
outside her house.  PT to follow-up with GC direct. 

 

DK 
 
 

ALL 
 

PT 

15.  NEXT MEETING: 7.30pm - Tuesday 25 February 2020 - Lesbury Village Hall ALL 
 
 
 

The meeting concluded at 9.40pm. 


